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balls, a political hostess's reception, an inter-
national exhibition, the Royal Academy picture
exhibition, are all going at about the same time,
the journalist is swamped by his material, and
people and parties are left inconspicuously and
happily alone by the very impossibility of sensa-
tionalizing everything. Where in New York or
Washington there is one wedding, or one ball,
or one football match, or one big dinner, London
provides a half dozen of each day after day, and
even the housemaid would be bored by an at-
tempt so colossal to play upon her curiosity, her
taste for high life, or her love of exciting gossip,
If every fellow in the play is a "noble Mar-
quess" or a "belted Earl** one becomes sur-
feited, no matter how voracious the appetite.
London for three months in the year absorbs the
entertainers and entertainments of all England,
and each and all are more or less lost in the maze
of social doings. Court functions are officially
noticed, but without comment; lists of names*"
are given, and those who care to do so permit
their gowns to be described. Any one who
wishes may, on payment of a guinea, chronicle
his arrival, departure, or whereabouts in the staid
columns of the Morning Post; and a few people
through their secretaries, or other paid agents,
contrive to keep themselves more or less bepara-